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it was the consequence of the breakdown of government
The administrative order had collapsed; public affairs were
in confusion amidst bankrupt finances and the slow ruin of
decay; and a new religion was flashing into the minds of
men the power and the inspiration which were irrevocably
gone from the lifeless forms of an exhausted system. If
France had left the beaten track of human knowledge
marching into the unseen with the rapture and exaltation
of a new faith, it is little wonder that the men who watched
her career could find nothing in the familiar stars to teach
them its meaning or Its goal
Contemporary Europe did not attach much importance
to the first acts of the Revolutionary drama. The internal
disturbances of one nation in that genial comity of envious
and intriguing states were generally important only as
offering an opportunity to others for aggrandisement That
France should be preoccupied involuntarily at Paris was
a welcome accident for Powers whose preoccupations in
Poland were anything but involuntary. Even the English
Government did not expect much more than a passing crisis
which for the time would disable France as a continental
Power, and eventually liberalise her institutions. But there
were two men, Fox and Burke, who knew from the first that
the revolution going on In France was destined to have
much larger consequences for that nation than such con-
sequences as spring from local revolutions, and their
sympathies were absorbed In Its fortunes.
Burke grasped two great truths about the Revolution.
He saw that in separating past and present by an Impassable
chasm, In making a new France with an even and unbroken
surface, in laying a pitiless hand on local privilege and crooked
rights, the enthusiasts who were Improvising a constitution
were making a highway for an usurper. Burke saw this as
clearly as did Mirabeau. He conjured up the vision of a
Napoleon ten years before Napoleon became consul. He
saw also that If Europe was to join battle with the Revolu-
tion, she must fight under the flag of an Ideal In the strength
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